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SUBJ: APPROACH FROM INDIAN SOCIALIST PARTY LEADER FERNANDES TO 
US THROUGH KREISKY 

1 . IN COURSE OF DISCUSSION ON APRIL 21 CONCERNING RESULTS OF 
SOCIALIST SUMMIT IN AMSTERDAM (APRIL 16-17), CHANCELLOR KREISKY 
INFORMED CHARGE THAT HE HAD HAD PRIVATE MEETING AT SUMMIT WITH 
GEORGE FERNANDES (INDIAN SOCIALIST PARTY LEADER AND MEMBER OF 
CURRENT INDIAN GOVERNMENT), WHO REGISTERED INDIAN S STRONG 
DESIRE TO DISENGAGE FROM PRO-SOVIET FOREIGN POLICY STANCE. 

KREISKY SAID HE HAD BEEN ASKED BY FERNANDES (1) TO INFORM USG 
THAT NEW INDIAN GOVERNMENT IS TRYING TO DEVELOP NEW FOREIGN 
POLICY ORIENTATIONS, AND (2) TO ADVISE INDIAN SOCIALIST PARTY 
HOW BEST APPROACH MIGHT BE MADE TO USG REGARDING PRACTICAL 
MOVES TO DEVELOP CLOSER RELATIONS. KREISKY SAID HE TOLD 
FERNANDES TO CONSIDER USING HIS (FERNANDES') PERSONAL 
RELATIONSHIP TO KENNETH GALBRAITH TO ESTABLISH HIGH-LEVEL 
CONTACTS WITH NEW U.S. ADMINISTRATION. CHANCELLOR THOUGHT 
THAT FERNANDES WILL FOLLOW UP ON HIS SUGGESTION. 

2. KREISKY SAID FERNANDES TOLD HIM THAT CURRENTLY 
EVOLVING INDIAN-ISRAELI RELATIONSHIP IS ONE EXAMPLE OF 
HOW INDIA IS MOVING AWAY FROM PRO-SOVIET STANCE. 

FERNANDES STATED THAT VISITS OF SOCIALIST PARTY 
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DELEGATIONS WILL BE EXCHANGED IN THE NEAR FUTURE, 

AND THAT AN UPGRADING OF RELATIONS BETWEEN GOVERNMENTS 
IS ALSO BEING PREPARED. 

3. ACCORDING TO FERNANDES, NEW INDIAN GOVERNMENT IS 
ALSO SEEKING TO OPEN CHANNELS TO AND IMPROVE RELATIONS 
WITH PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA BUT IS BEING EXTREMELY 
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CAUTIONS IN ITS APPROACH. 

4. KREISKY DESCRIBED FERNANDES AS OUTSPOKEN SOCIALIST 
WHO HAD STRONGLY OPPOSED MRS. GANDHI AND WHO, AS RESULT, 
HAD BEEN HARASSED AND SUBSEQUENTLY IMPRISONED. KREISKY 
ADDED THAT HE HIMSELF HAD RECEIVED CAUSTIC LETTERS 
FROM MRS. GANDHI COMPLAINING ABOUT INTERCESSION BY 
SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL AND KREISKY ON BEHALF 

OF FERNANDES, WHO WAS CALLED IN LETTERS "RADICAL 
TROUBLE-MAKER AND ENEMY OF PEOPLE." ACCORDING TO 
KREISKY, FERNANDES, WHO IS MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS 
IN NEW GOVERNMENT, SAID HE IS SUPPORTING NEW FOREIGN 
MINISTER ALTHOUGH HE HIMSELF WOULD PREFER TO BE 
FOREIGN MINISTER. KREISKY DESCRIBED FERNANDES AS BIT 
NAIVE AND ROMANTIC IN HIS POLITICAL OUTLOOK BUT AS 
PROBABLY HAVING CAPABILITY OF ADAPTING TO REALITIES OF 
RESPONSIBILITY OF GOVERNING. 

5. KREISKY CONCLUDED WITH OBSERVATION THAT SOCIALIST 
INTERNATIONAL OBVIOUSLY WELCOMES CHANGE IN INDIAN 
GOVERNMENT - DEVELOPMENT WHICH SHOULD MAKE IT EASIER 
FOR SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL TO DO MORE TO HELP ON 
INDIAN SCENE. AT SAME TIME, CURRENT SITUATION IN 

INDIA IS DIFFICULT ONE WHICH, IF IT IS TO BE OVERCOME, 

WILL REQUIRE MAJOR HELP OF VARIOUS KINDS FROM WEST.MEEHAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SOCIALISM, FOREIGN RELATIONS, MEETING PROCEEDINGS, POLITICAL PARTIES, SUMMIT MEETINGS, FOREIGN POLICY 
POSITION, POPULAR SUPPORT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 21 -Apr-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977VIENNA03194 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 40-01 84 
Format: TEL 
From: VIENNA 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9770431 /aaaabatf.tel 

Line Count: 87 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: cf3830a1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2731632 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: APPROACH FROM INDIAN SOCIALIST PARTY LEADER FERNANDES TO US THROUGH KREISKY 
TAGS: PFOR, IN, AU, UR, US, (KREISKY, BRUNO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/cf3830a1 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



